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1878. of one million sterling out of the Church surplus;
and the Sunday Closing Act did what its name
. implied to public-houses throughout Ireland, except
in the five towns of Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Water-
ford, and Belfast Irish Members have seldom shown
much devotion to the memory of Father Mathew,
and some of them obstructed this Bill, which was
not brought in by the Government, with consider-
able pertinacity. Almost all of them, however,
supported the foreign policy of the Government,
and the quarrels of the previous session were not
renewed. But the more pugnacious section of
Home Rulers set themselves against the general
opinion of the House in a manner which led to a
Murder scandalous scene. On the 2nd of April the Earl
of Leitrim, a resident Irish landlord, was shot dead
on his own estate in Londonderry, with his secre-
tary and the driver of his car. The crime was
called agrarian with the more readiness because
numerous evictions were pending on Lord Leitrim's
estate. A few Irish Members, however, resenting
this theory as an aspersion upon the people of
Londonderry, brought the subject before Parlia-
ment, and endeavoured to prove that the murder
was due to the same cause as the expulsion of the
Tarquins from Rome. An attack upon the moral
character of a man who has just met with a violent
death is repugnant to decency and good feeling.
But it must not be forgotten that this detestable
murder was used in England to excite indignation
against Irishmen as a race of assassins, who would
rather take life than pay rent. Nothing certainly
could be less wise than the conduct of the majority
in the House of Commons who voted1 for the
exclusion of strangers, that is of reporters, although
Lord Hartington and Mr. Gladstone were hooted

1 On tlie motion of Colonel King-Barman^ a Conservative Home9
Ruler.